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“<The fast of the fourth month’ refers to the seventeenth of Tammuz. 
on which the tablets of the Torah were broken, the daily whole 
offering was canceled, the city wall was breached, Apostemos 
burned the Torah, and he set up an idol in the Temple [M. 4:5B] 


“The fast of the fifth month’ refers to the ninth of Ab, on which the 
first and second Temples were destroyed [M. 4:5C]. 


“<The fast of the seventh month’ refers to the third of Tishré, the day 
on which Gedaliah b. Ahikam was killed. 


“<The fast of the tenth month’ refers to the tenth of Tebet, on which the 
king of Babylonia came near Jerusalem.’ 


“This is in line with that which is said, ‘In the ninth year, in the tenth 
month, on the tenth day of the month, the word of the Lord came to 
me’ (Ezek. 24:1). 


“Son of man, write down the name of this day, this very day. The king 
of Babylon has laid siege to Jerusalem this very day’ (Ezek. 24:2). 


“But I [Simeon b. Yohai] say, ‘The fast of the tenth month’ refers to 
the fifth of Tebet, the day on which the news came to the Exile. 


“This is in line with that which is written, ‘In the twelfth year of our 
exile, in the tenth month, on the fifth day of the month, a man who had 
escaped from Jerusalem came to me and said, “The city has 

fallen’” [Ezek. 33:21]. 


“But in the land of Judea they fast on account of the actual fact, while 
in the communities of the Exile, they fast on the occasion of hearing 
the news. 


“R. Aqiba interprets the first last and the last first, and I interpret the 
first first and the last last, and I prefer my view to the view of R. 
Aqiba.” 


Apostemos burned the Torah [M. 4:5B]: 

Where did he burn it? 

R. Aha said, “At the ford at Lud.” 

And rabbis say, “At the ford at Tarlosa.” 

And he set up an idol [68d] in the Temple [M. 4:5B]: 

There is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “An idol was set up.” 


He who said, “An idol was set up” refers to a statue of Manasseh. 


